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About

We are delighted to announce the AU & NZ Junior Thinkers Conferences  
for 2025! These inspiring events are designed for curious and gifted students 
to explore thought-provoking ideas across philosophy, science, and ethics, 
sparking ambition and a lifelong love of learning through meaningful discus-
sions with their peers. The conference promotes interdisciplinary learning, 
encouraging students to think outside the box by engaging with the world of 
concepts and ideas.

WHY ATTEND?

The Junior Thinkers Conference is a unique opportunity for students to step 
beyond the classroom and engage with big ideas that challenge their per-
spectives and inspire intellectual curiosity. By attending, students will:

• Gain valuable insights from expert speakers across various fields.
• Develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
• Build confidence in their ability to tackle complex issues and take re-

sponsibility for their own learning.

As one student from last year’s event reflected: “I left the conference feeling 
ready to take charge of my education and explore new ideas on my own.” 
Another student shared, “The conference taught me that learning doesn’t stop 
when you leave the classroom — it’s a lifelong journey.”

These events are designed to empower students to become independent 
thinkers, equipping them with the tools to navigate the ever-evolving land-
scape of knowledge and ideas.

Junior Thinkers 
Conference 2025

“The speaker made me 
realise how important it is 
to ask the big questions and 
to never stop being curious.”

“It was amazing to see how 
philosophy connects to 
science and ethics. It made 
me rethink how I approach 
problems in everyday life.”

mailto:headoffice@academy-ltd.com
https://www.thrivingminds.org
https://www.thrivingminds.org
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Programme

09:00 Arrival

09:15 Welcome

9:30
Philosophy Session: 
“The Big Questions”

Explore fundamental philosophical questions such as “What is truth?” and “What makes a good life?” 
This session will encourage students to think deeply about the world around them and understand how 
philosophical insight can challenge assumptions, inspire change and reshape society. 

10:15 Break

10:30
Community of Inquiry: 
“Freedom of Speech”

This interactive session will invite students to engage in a structured discussion on one of the most 
debated topics of our time: freedom of speech. A community of inquiry is a friendly, collaborative 
conversation where students work together to reach a set of well-considered ideas. The goal is to help 
one another think creatively and critically, rather than score points or win arguments. The focus is on 
student-led discussion.

12:00 Lunch

12:45
Science Session:  
The Science of Time

What is time? Does Time really exist? Why does time seem to move in one direction? Is time travel 
scientifically possible? Why does time seem to pass faster or slower in different circumstances?

13:30 Break

13:35
Debate: Does Love  
Conquer All?

Students will explore the timeless question of whether love has the power to overcome all obstacles 
or whether there are limits to its power. Is love always a transformative force that builds bridges and 
generates positive change or if misused, can it cause harm? All views are welcome, including historical, 
theological, philosophical and personal perspectives. 

14:30 Closing Comments

mailto:headoffice@academy-ltd.com
https://www.thrivingminds.org
https://www.thrivingminds.org
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Speaker

Julie Arliss
Julie Arliss is an outstanding Gifted Educator, nurturing 
brilliance through a holistic approach. At the heart of Julie Arliss’ 
philosophy lies a deep commitment to unlocking the unique 
potential within every gifted student. She believes that gifted 
education is not just about cultivating academic excellence but 
also fostering holistic development, instilling a love for lifelong 
learning, and nurturing the well-being of each student. Thriving 
Minds provides talented students with the tools necessary 
to cultivate critical thinking, analyse complex problems, and 
innovate. This philosophy encourages students to question the 
status quo, explore new ideas, and develop solutions to real-
world challenges. In placing great value on mentorship and 
guidance students benefit from the wisdom and expertise of 
educators who not only teach but also inspire and support them 
on their educational journey. Through steadfast commitment 
to this philosophy, numerous more able and ambitious 
students have not only achieved academic excellence but 
have also grown into compassionate, innovative and socially 
conscious individuals. Julie Arliss’ legacy extends far beyond the 
conference platform, influencing the lives of students who carry 
these values with them throughout their lives. 

For almost three decades Julie has collaborated with some of 
the greatest living thinkers delivering outstanding programmes 
for more able students across the UK and Australasia. 

Excellence is not an act 
but a habit.
Aristotle

Most people would 
sooner die than think. 
In fact, they do. 
Bertrand Russell

FACEBOOK 
AC.Learning.FB

TWITTER 
AC_Learning_

YOUTUBE 
AC_Learning_

SNAPCHAT 
aconferences

INSTAGRAM 
ac_learning_

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

Connect with us on social media 
to stay updated and interact with 
fellow attendees.

THE LATEST EVENT DATES &  
VENUES ARE FOUND AT: 
ACADEMYLEARNING.COM/CONFERENCES

Brisbane

Adelaide

Sydney

Christchurch

Melbourne

Perth

mailto:headoffice@academy-ltd.com
https://www.thrivingminds.org
https://www.thrivingminds.org
academylearning.com/conferences
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BOOKINGS AND PAYMENTS ARE 
COMPLETED ONLINE AT: 
THRIVINGMINDS.ORG

Booking Process: All bookings must be made by schools, not by individual 
participants. To secure your place, please fill in the booking form and select 
your preferred venue. You will have the option to pay online (recommended) 
or request an invoice.

Payment Information: The cost is $55 per student, with one free staff place 
provided for every group of 12 students.

Important Information:
• Students should attend in school uniform.
• Students and staff need to bring their own refreshments and drinks  

for the day.
• Bookings are not guaranteed until payment is received. If payment has 

not been made, we reserve the right to offer the places to other students 
on the waiting list.

Event Timings: Please note that event timings may vary slightly. Full details 
will be provided closer to the date of the event.

We look forward to welcoming your students to this inspiring event!

Additional Detail

“I loved the variety of topics. 
The conference opened my 
mind to new ideas and made 
me excited to keep learning.”

Bookings and Admin

mailto:headoffice@academy-ltd.com
https://www.thrivingminds.org
https://www.thrivingminds.org
https://thrivingminds.org/conferences/au-nz-junior-2025/
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